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The Vedas have strongly emphasized the need to be free from enmity.

Are deva dwesho asmadyuyotana.  Rig. Ved 10.63.12O learned persons!  Remove enmity from us. Yosman dweshti yam vayam dwishmastam vo jambhe dadmaha. Those who offend us and those whom we offend, we place them, O Lord! In your jaws of justice.

In this way the Vedas have in many places given advice to humans to avoid enmity.  There are two paths in this world-one is the ordinary and the other-special.  The ordinary path is one in which one adopts a ‘tit for tat policy, i.e., if someone does good to you, you also do the same and when someone does bad to you , you do likewise to him/her.  The special path is one where one responds to a bad action  with a good action.  Ordinary people, follow  the ordinary path, but special people follow the special path.  The special path is as follows-

Those who plant thorns for you, you plant flowers for them, because the flowers planted by you will blossom as flowers for you and thorns planted by the enemy will grow as thorns for your enemy.

Human beings should win over anger with peace, evil with virtue, miserliness with charity and untruth with truth. If we are to win anger with anger, evil with evil, miserliness with miserliness and untruth with untruth, then there is nothing special about it.  

The issue of forgiveness arises only between one individual and another.  For example if someone does something bad to me, then instead of doing bad to him/her I should cultivate a relationship of friendship with the person.  To do so is not easy.  It requires a lot of strength and courage.  Remember those who do bad will get bad results and those who do good will get good in return.

When people become  enemies of good persons, the good persons do not pay any attention to their evils, they forget their bad deeds.  There is no effect  on them of the bad deeds done to them.  They do not even remember that someone had done bad to them.   This is the greatness of  such people.  They regard even their enemies as their own people.  In their mind everyone is same.  It is very difficult for an ordinary person to achieve this state of mind.  

A poet has said  “I have heard that those who follow the path of  God do not even disturb the hearts of their enemies.

Examples of great persons on this subject show  how they had won over enmity.  

The great King Ram  accepted the exile as a blessing.  Even greater than this was the fact that he held no malice against Kekai.  He did not utter any bad word against her.

The great Rishi  Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati was a very forgiving person.  At the end of the debate at Kashi, he received a lot of insults.  People threw bricks, cow dung and shoes at him and cursed him.  A Saint named Ishwar Singh used to live in Kashi.  He saw people saying bad things about Dayanand.  He felt like meeting Rishi Dayanand to find out how he was facing such severe abuse and criticism.  He said if Dayanand  still remained unaffected by all these insults then he would truly be a great learned person.

With this thought saint Ishwar Singh went to Dayanand.  Rishi Dayanand smiled and welcomed him respectfully. 

When Ishwar Singh saw that even after such great insults and injustice hurled at him Rishi  Dayanand  did not utter even one bad word, he touched Dayanand’s feet and said “Maharaj” I had thought until today that you were person learned in Vedas only,  but people have done  so many evil things to you, even then you have no ill-feeling against them.  I am now fully convinced that you are a great soul and a yogi.

